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Our Services this Month 

August 2018 

5th Aug 2018   10th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  All Age Worship 
 

12th Aug 2018   11th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

19th Aug 2018  12th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

26th Aug 2018   13th Sunday after Trinity 

St Francis   Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Organist Emmelia Van der Walt   07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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Monthly musings from your Team Vicar. 

This month sees an array of special days within the Christian 

calendar. On the 15th we celebrate the life of St Mary – the 

mother of our Lord, and remember her place among the 

Saints, and as the patron saint of mothers ,everywhere. Of 

course St Mary is also the patron Saint of our church in Riv-

enhall, and she is a great inspiration to so many – both today 

and in ages past; and without question will I'm sure continue 

to be so for the years to come too. Then on the 24th, we mark 

the life of St Bartholomew.  He  was one of the 12 of Jesus' 

disciples, who became apostles, and who along with many 

others helped to spread the Good News of Jesus far and wide 

in the life of the very early church. 

Before both of these, on the 6th of August we remember the 

Transfiguration of our Lord. That unique encounter between 

Jesus and the presence of Moses and Elijah, along with three 

of the disciples: Peter, James, and John high upon a moun-

tain. This event was a pivotal one in Jesus' ministry, and re-

vealed him in his true glory (in advance of his death and res-

urrection) as his he shone with brilliant whiteness, and re-

vealed himself as the fulfilment of the Jewish Law 

(represented by Moses), and the Prophets (represented by Eli-

jah), as well as bridging the gap between heaven and earth 

through himself. 

All of these occasions, each in their own way,  marks or re-

members something 'new' occurring. This happened to Jesus 

himself in the case of the Transfiguration, and we are remind-

ed that the lives of both St Mary – Jesus' own mother, and St 

Bartholomew (and indeed all of the disciples, as well as many 

others) we're changed in incredible ways as a result of having 

Jesus play such a significant part within their lives. And taking 

this train of thought a stage further, we're brought to the real-

isation that every one of our own lives has the potential to be 

inwardly and at times outwardly positively transformed by the 

presence of Jesus within our lives too, if we  are willing  to 

open to door of our heart to him. Alongside this, it's also com-

forting for us to remember that God doesn't want us to be an-

ything other than ourselves – but rather, can help us to move 



2 

to become the very best 'self' which we can be. 

Plus as we think about all of this, we are also reminded that 

the church of which we are all a part is a living, organic thing 

– made of the people from which it is formed, and as a 

church, we are invited to grow together over the years too. 

Now as most if not all readers will know, the Parish of Riv-

enhall and Silver End has for a few years now been part of a 

wider team of parishes, including Witham and the villages of 

White Notley, Faulkbourne, Terling, and Fairstead, with clergy 

colleagues having the pleasure of working together from 

across the team too. 

Now although this in itself is not planned to change for the 

foreseeable future, like many other benefices we are also 

moving toward working at a slightly wider level with other 

parishes as well – in our case, alongside Hatfield Peverel with 

Ulting for particular aspects of church mission. For us these 

include the areas of new housing which are at this time being 

built within many of our parishes, and the development of 

ministry toward families, including couples planning a wed-

ding. This  slightly increased group of parishes working to-

gether (like many others from around our diocese), will be 

known as a Mission and Ministry Unit (or MMU). This new 

working relationship will itself be marked by a special service 

to take place in one of the churches, which will be led by the 

Bishop of Colchester on 7th November this year. But what 

should we call our new MMU? After all 'The Witham and Vil-

lages Team Ministry, with Hatfield Peverel with Ulting' 

is perhaps not the snappiest of names, and possibly a little 

long for day-to-day use!  

So after thinking about all of this, we the clergy felt, that it 

would be lovely to ask everyone else what their idea (s) for 

the name of the new MMU might be. So it's over to all of you 

to come up with some ideas – and if you're name is chosen it 

will be used for the MMU for the foreseeable years ahead. The 

name could be almost anything which you might think is ap-

propriate – drawing on something to do with the local geogra-

phy or perhaps it's relationship to our wider place in Essex; be 

that current or historical. A connection between the churches 
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or parishes. Something scriptural or theological, or something 

completely different, or a combination of the above? Perhaps 

you have the perfect idea? So why not have a go – you'll find 

the form to enter at the end of this month's article. 

So as we think about something new happening here in the life 

of our team, it's also good for us to remember that there are 

all sorts of ways in which things evolve and develop through-

out our lives, and we all have the potential to grow in all sorts 

of wonderful unique ways when God touches us with his love. 

But whatever might be in store for any of us, we can be sure 

that God will hold us, and through Jesus walk beside us every 

step of the way. 

May I wish you all a delightful final last month of summer for 

2018. 

Paul Watkin. 
Competition to name the new Mission and Missionary Unit 

(MMU) 

Here's your chance to think of a name for the MMU, which will com-

prise the Witham and Villages Team, plus Hatfield Peverel with 

Ulting. The name should be something which you think sums up the 

new MMU in a few words. It could be something to do with local ge-

ography – be that present day or historic, a biblical or direct faith 

connection, or something else. All ideas welcome!  

It is our hope to announce the chosen new name at the special ser-

vice to commission our new working together at 7:30pm on 7th No-

vember 2018, and it could be YOU who chooses it! But we'd like to 

decide on the name as soon as we can. So please send in your idea

(s) as soon as possible to a member of the clergy team, using this 

form, including your contact details. Entries must be received by 

30th September 

Name:  

Address: 

 

Telephone number(s): 

Email address: 

My idea(s) for the new MMU name: 
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*************************** 

The 50/50 Club June 2018 winners   

1stD Atkinson,         2nd J Claydon,        3rd I Paton 

 

From the Registers July 2018 

Weddings  None   Funerals None 

Interment of Ashes  

Christenings 

************************************* 

 

Collects and Readings August 2018 

5th Aug 10th Sunday after Trinity 

Family Service 

Readings 

Exodus 16:2-4,9-15 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 

Collect 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, 

give us patience and courage never to lose hope, 

but always to bring our prayers before you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

12th Aug 11th Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

1 Kings 19:4-8 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

John 6:35, 41-51 
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Collect 

God of glory, 

the end of our searching, 

help us to lay aside 

all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, 

and to give all that we have 

to gain the pearl beyond all price, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

19th Aug 12th Sunday after Trinity 

Matins  Psalm 34:9-14 

Readings 

Proverbs 9:1-6 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

John 6:51-58 

Collect 

God of constant mercy, 

who sent your Son to save us: 

remind us of your goodness, 

increase your grace within us, 

that our thankfulness may grow, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

26th Aug 13th Sunday after Trinity 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

John 6:56-69 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

you search us and know us: 

may we rely on you in strength 
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and rest on you in weakness, 

now and in all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD 3rd JULY 2018 

AT RIVENHALL VILLAGE HALL 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Knubley, Prime, Clark 

and Turner. 

Also present:  Parish Clerk and 2 members of the public. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to Member’s attention: 

 Footpath RIV.59 has been partially cleared. 

 The hedge along Oak Road from the houses to the Railway 

Bridge requires cutting back. 

Matters for discussion 

Protection of hedge along Rickstones Road 

As the hedge proposals included in the revised outline planning 

application state that most of the hedge is to remain as it is, it 

was agreed by majority not to employ the services of a con-

sultant for the time being. 

Damage to glass bus shelter 

The bus shelter on Rickstones Road was damaged by persons 

unknown during the afternoon of Thursday 21st June. The police 

refused to attend but to their credit, Essex Highways did attend 

the same evening to make the site safe. 

The Clerk has registered a possible claim for the cost of repairs 

with the council’s insurers and it was agreed that a quotation 

for replacement like for like with toughened glass will be sought 

as required by the insurers. 

It was also agreed that the Clerk write to Greenfields, without 

prejudice, to enquire whether or not the grasscutting contrac-

tors Sodexo reported any incident involving damage to the bus 

shelter while grass cutting was in progress that afternoon. 

Result of BDC Governance Review 

BDC will recommend to its Full Council meeting on 23rd July to 

confirm the known boundary changes – Rivenhall Park and East-
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ways Industrial Area to go into Witham parish, but no other 

changes to be considered. 

Adult Superstore licence 

The BDC public consultation period ended on 19th June and was 

concerned mainly with opening hours. The Parish Council is not 

currently a statutory consultee and must rely upon public notices, 

wherever published. BDC is to review this situation later this year. 

RCCE – AGM 

Scheduled for 7pm on Wednesday 11th July at Chelmsford City 

Racecourse. If other commitments allow, the Chairman indicated 

that he might attend. 

Highway & P R oW matters 

All matters have either been reported or attended to. The Clerk 

will contact BDC regarding the outstanding planning enforcement 

at a property along Oak Road. For the same property a report has 

been made to ECC requesting they issue a letter to the owners for 

the overgrowing hedge to be cut back to the boundary. 

General maintenance 

Replacement tree required in Foxmead 

It was unanimously agreed that a replacement tree be pur-

chased later in the year. 

Litter picking 

The litter picker has agreed to undertake additional hours, as re-

quested. 

The Clerk will request BDC to give the recycling area in Oak Road 

a thorough deep clean, and, if possible, for a much larger general 

litter bin to be provided on site. 

EALC Local Services Fund Grant 

Councillors were pleased to note that the Parish Council has been 

granted £1,497.00 towards the upkeep of local public footpaths 

and footways. It was agreed that any work covered by this grant 

be undertaken by the council’s maintenance contractor. 

Village Green posts – inspection report 

 

Although it was reported that 15 posts could be replaced, it was 

unanimously agreed to first obtain a quote for the rubbing 

down, undercoating and top coating of all 94 posts. 
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The Clerk will enquire of both BDC and Greenfields whether they 

would consider putting up posts along the edge of the Village 

Green in Beech Road. 

Consideration would be given, at the August meeting, to the 

maintenance of the flower tubs at the end of St. Mary’s Road, 

particularly in regard to the watering of any planting. 

The maintenance contractor will be requested to repair the bro-

ken chain between posts on the Village Green. 

Planning Applications 

18/00946/NMA: Phase 2 land at Forest Road – alteration to park-

ing. 

Members raised no objections to this application. 

18/00947/OUT: Land south of Rickstones Road – submission of 

revised application for housing development. 

It was agreed to recommend to BDC that this application be re-

fused in accordance with the previous objections including the fact 

of coalescence with Witham, thereby losing a vital buffer of coun-

tryside between Witham and Rivenhall; because there is confusion 

regarding the reports in the application for the hedgerow along 

Rickstones Road and also confusion regarding adequate pedestrian 

crossing points of Rickstones Road. Also, as necessary, that the re-

port by the ecologist in the application re lighting and the protec-

tion of bats must be adhered to in detail should permission be 

granted by BDC. 

18/00957/FUL & 18/00958/LBC: 223 Oak Road – single storey 

rear extension. 

Members raised no objections to this application. 

18/00192/FUL & 18/00193/LBC: Replacement hedge, Pond 

Farm House, 47 Oak Road.   

Revised plans had been submitted to BDC which included a replace-

ment hedge rather than a fence. Members welcomed the proposals 

included in the revised plans. 

18/00937/FUL: 23 Church Road – demolition of existing dwelling 

and replacement with 2 no. dwellings. 

It was agreed to recommend to BDC that this application be re-

fused due to the loss of trees. 

18/01090/COUPA: Prior Approval for a Proposed Change of Use 

of Agricultural Buildings to flexible use within Shops, Financial and 
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Professional services, Restaurants and Cafes, Business, Storage or 

Distribution, Hotels, or Assembly or Leisure, Park Gate Farm, Park 

Road. 

It was unanimously agreed to recommend to BDC that, because 

of the close proximity to local dwellings, the 60mph status of all local 

roads and the potential for HGVs accessing the site, together with the 

fact that there are no bus stops at this dangerous junction of three 

busy roads, there needs to be a full and detailed planning application 

submitted for these proposals. 

18/00580/FUL: Nursery building – Rivenhall Village Hall. 

It was reported that the planning officer’s report going before the 

BDC Planning Committee does not include any reference to contents 

of the Parish Council’s previous representation and wrongly states 

that the whole site is within the village development envelope. The 

Clerk will bring these errors to BDC’s attention. 

Planning Results 

18/00069/FUL & 18/00070/LBC: Barn conversion – Ford Farm, 

Church Road. 

Application granted by BDC. 

18/00973/AGR: New barn – Rivenhall Hall Farm. 

BDC confirms that Permission not required. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 Projects 

A12 – The Highways England route announcement has yet again 

been delayed due to questions regarding the West Tey proposals. 

Councillors queried why this should affect the re-alignment in the 

Rivenhall End area, well away from the West Tey proposed site. 

A120 – ECC announced in June that Route D is their preferred route 

for the new A120. This starts west of Galleys Corner roundabout at 

Braintree and will join the A12 at a new junction between Rivenhall 

End and Kelvedon.   

BDC Local Plan 

The Planning Inspector had sent a seriously adverse response on 

BDC’s Local Plan. He found that in the joint Part 1 Local Plan, the 3 

districts (Braintree, Colchester and Tendring) had not demonstrated 

that the Garden Communities are viable, had not shown that the 

transport for them had been planned properly and also he stated that 

it’s not clear that the councils have the best spatial strategy. The In-
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spector raised questions re the A12 and A120 routes, stating that the 

A120 is “essential” for West Tey. 

Bradwell Quarry 

ESS/12/18/BTE – The Chairman will circulate draft comments prior 

to any communication being sent to ECC. 

Rivenhall Airfield Waste Site 

Any ECC decision has yet again been deferred. 

Coleman’s Farm Quarry 

ESS/10/18/BTE: Continuation of use of land etc. The Chairman will 

circulate draft comments prior to any communication being sent to 

ECC. 

BDLHP 

The June meeting had been cancelled and the agenda items will be 

taken at the next meeting in September. 

Information exchange and items for the August agenda 

Cllr. Prime reminded everyone of the RPFA Village Fete on Saturday 

7th July. 

Ten minute public feedback 

A larger rubbish bin is required at the recycling site due to the exist-

ing one repeatedly overflowing. The Clerk will again contact BDC 

about this. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 7th August at Rivenhall Village Hall, and 4th September at 

Henry Dixon Hall, both commencing at 8pm. 

 

Croque madame with spinach salad 

A quick easy healthy meal for hot weather cooking! 

 

1 thick slice of your favourite bread, ours is seedy whole-

meal. 

1 ½ teaspoons of mustard 

Ham trimmed of fat 

2 oz cheese that will melt, stilton is lovely, but cheddar is 
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fine. 

½ teaspoon of white wine vinegar 

1 tsp mild olive oil, or rape oil 

1 egg 

Hand full of baby spinach leaves 

 

Lightly toast the bread. 

Spread 1 tsp of mustard on it then top with the ham and 

cheese. 

Put the croque under the grill until the cheese is bub-

bling and turning golden. 

Meanwhile fry the egg to your liking. Then set it on top 

of the cheese. 

Make a dressing with the oil, vinegar and remaining 

mustard and toss the spinach in it. 

And enjoy! 

 

You can use French dressing or any that you like for the 

spinach.  The mustard on the toast gives it an extra 

zing. 

End to End Nature Care. 

The group’s butterfly safari at the end of June was not as successful 

as hoped, largely because the woodland margin and hedgerow hab-

itat we were looking at had few plants in flower at that specific time 

and of course adult butterflies feed on nectar. In all we only saw 4 

species: small tortoiseshell, meadow brown, large white and ringlet. 

We were also disappointed to discover that the large mature elm 

tree in one of the field margins northeast of Rivenhall has sadly 

died.  

More generally though, and to be rather more positive, it has been 

an interesting butterfly year so far. With the cold snap in spring and 

then a hot dry summer, the periods when many species are on the 

wing have tended to overlap more than usual. Many species seem 
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to be present in better numbers than recent years too. The white-

letter hairstreaks have again been seen near Silver End pits and 

green and purple hairstreaks have also been sighted locally. Within 

Essex as a whole, silver-washed fritillaries seem to be increasing in 

numbers and range. They are one of the larger British butterflies 

and sightings are usually of a strongly flying, very orange butterfly 

bringing to mind a giant specimen of the more common species, 

the comma.  

If you have a good selection of flowering plants in your garden 

(lavender and buddleia are among the best) then you may attract 

a wide range of butterfly species. Alternatively if you can find a 

patch of flowering hedgerow or an area of rough pasture or flower 

meadow (albeit that such things are becoming harder and harder 

to find in our county!) then in mid-summer you should be able to 

find plenty of butterflies. There are many books or online facilities 

available which can help you identify them, so as well as those 

mentioned previously you should hope to find species such as 

small and green-veined white; red admiral; peacock; gatekeeper; 

large, small and Essex skipper; holly and common blue; small cop-

per, and several others. Near mature hedgerows or in wooded are-

as you may come across the speckled wood and in some places, if 

you are very lucky, you may even see a white admiral or possibly 

even a purple emperor. The later, like some of the other woodland 

species often stay high up in trees where they feed on honeydew 

rather than nectar, though they will sometimes leave the canopy 

and descend to drink water or lick mud for salts; they have even 

been known to enjoy human sweat.  

August sees us finishing our season’s glowworm surveying (so far 

numbers are low, we hope just due to the scorchingly dry, hot 

weather) and then mainly venturing on general excursions looking 

for whatever can be found of interest, be it plant, animal, or even 

mineral in the case of our tufa hunt. Details are listed below, for 

more information contact Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 

388180, or visit www.e2e.silverend.org. By mid August we have to 

start meeting early as the summer season already starts to draw 

to a close! 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Sky Notes August 2018 

All-night summer twilight came to an end in late July. As Au-

gust progresses the period of darker skies expands to over 4 

hours by mid-month - which will be the best time for star 

gazing with the Moon at New on the 11th. 

The partial eclipse of the Sun on the 11th will be seen only 

from the far north of the UK where a small “bite” will be tak-

en out of the solar disk, best seen in the Northern Isles. In 

Iceland the eclipse will be about 20%. 

This year the timing of New Moon is perfect for the peak of 

the Perseid meteor shower. Due to their appearance each 

August, when it is usually reasonably mild at night, the Per-

seids are observed more than most of the active showers. 

The Perseids have been observed and noted as an annual 

event by people for at least 2,000 years and probably much 

longer, but records do not exist from further back in time. 

Currently though the Geminid meteors produce more activi-

ty, though understandably rather less interest as they peak 

in December ! 

The night of 12th/13th August is expected to see the peak of 

Weds 

1st Au-

gust 

10.00p

m 

Glowworm surveying. Meet at Cressing Railway 

Station on Bulford Mill Lane (TL777202). 

Weds 

8th Au-

gust 

7.30pm Plants and butterflies in Kelvedon, including check-

ing the colony of Rampion Bellflower (Campanula 

rapunculus). Meet in the railway station car park. 

Weds 

15th Au-

gust 

7.00pm 

for 7.30 

Maldon Wick nature reserve. Meet at Stovern's Hall 

Farm at 19:00 to car share or in Maldon Morrisons 

car park at 19:30. 

Weds 

22nd Au-

gust 

7.00pm Rambling at Rivenhall Airfield. Meet at Allshots In-

dustrial area (TL830200). 

Weds 

29th Au-

gust 

7.00pm Witham tufa hunt. Meet in the car park at Asda, 24 

Highfields Rd, Witham CM8 2HJ. 

Weds 

5th Sep-

tember 

7.00pm Late summer plants then crepuscular wildlife: 

moths, bats and owls. Silver End pits. Meet at the 

Western Arms (possibly followed by end of season 

drink). 
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the Perseids when from a reasonably dark site away from ar-

tificial lights a watch of say half an hour should produce per-

haps a dozen or so meteors streaking across the sky. Each 

meteor (or “shooting star”) is an individual grain of comet 

dust burning up in the Earth’s upper atmosphere. 

The best time to look will be from 11pm onwards. Tracing the 

streaks of the meteors backwards to their common point of 

origin will reveal the position in the sky of the shower radi-

ant. This will be just below and to the left of the “W” shape of 

the constellation of Cassiopeia. If its clear, its worth looking 

for the Perseids for several nights either side of the maxi-

mum. 

At the time of writing, the exceptionally long dry and warm 

spell of weather has produced a much higher than normal run 

of clear or part clear nights this summer.  

Following its relatively close approach to Earth in late July, 

Mars remains bright throughout August and will be due South 

at 10.30pm at the end of the month, still brighter than any 

star in the sky, though quite low down. A global dust storm 

has recently taken place on Mars, obscuring much of the sur-

face of the planet to observers using telescopes. 

Venus remains a bright object in the Western evening twilight 

but is low down and sets before it gets really dark. The young 

crescent Moon will be just above Venus on the 14th.  

Jupiter is now sliding towards the evening twilight though will 

still be prominent in the South West at 10pm in the first 

week or so of the month.  

The Moon is Full on the 26th and will be noticeably higher in 

the sky than during the earlier part of the summer. 

Sky Watcher 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Commencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

Entry £1 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 YEARS  

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

Members enjoyed an afternoon at Cressing Temple on 17 th July, 

viewing the Tudor Garden and ancient barns. Despite the lack of 

rain this summer the garden was looking good and together 

with a very informative leaflet, a member of the Friends team 

was on hand to answer any questions. We completed the 

afternoon with tea and cake at Wilkins tea room. 

No meeting in August but you are reminded that the Club's 

ANNUAL SUMMER SHOW will be held on SATURDAY 8T" 

SEPTEMBER 2018 opening at 2.15pm in Rivenhall village hall. 

This is open to both members and non-members and all entries 

should be with Show Secretary Tracy Scott by Wednesday 5 th 

September. FREE ENTRY – HOMEMADE TEAS – RAFFLE - LOVELY 

DISPLAYS OF FLOWERS AND PRODUCE, HANDICRAFT AND 

COOKERY. All are welcome. For further details please contact the 

Club Secretary on 01376 512781. 

 

Turning the pages of History 
Research by Tracy Scott 

 
This month we start in the year of 1923 with an inquest being held 

at the Workmen’s Hall by Dr. Harrison on George Moule, 49 

agricultural labourer, single, whose body was found on the previous 

evening, in a decomposed state, hanging by a waist strap from a 

tree in a field at Rivenhall.  Mrs Scott, with whom the deceased had 

lodged, said he had not returned to work after Bank Holiday, and 

had been missing since Wednesday, August 8th. 

Mr Walter Brice said he was walking near an osier bed with his wife 

on Monday evening when he saw a dark object hanging from a 

tree.  He said nothing to his wife at the time, but after a few 

minutes he went back and called on a neighbour named Jones, and 

the two went to the spot and cut the body down.  Dr. Turner said 

death was due to strangulation.  The deceased had suffered from 

delirium tremens, and in his opinion that would account for suicide.  

The Coroner returned a verdict in accordance with the medical 

testimony. 

 

In Silver End 1937 Mr. Alfred Sutton had grown what was claimed 

then the most prolific green pea in the world.  Mr Sutton of Western 
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Lane said in the past that the variety 30 pods on a single stem, but 

this year one stem had 44 well-filled pods.  We are informed that 

the history of this variety goes back 80 years, when Mr. Samuel 

Sutton, Alfred’s father, found three pods on the road near where he 

lived in Western Lane and sowed the peas in is garden the following 

spring…the family has been growing them ever since.  Samuel grew 

them for 57 years and his son carried on…the variety of the pea is 

now known as the “Silver End Wonder”. 

Looking back to 1846 at Hoo Hall estate, a field of corn was alight 

adjoining the railway was discovered.  All the men at work in the 

adjacent fields hastened and by great exertions succeeded at length 

in arresting the progress of the fire, but the loss over half an acre 

of land and nearly 70 sheaves of wheat were destroyed.  It was 

supposed that spark from a railway engine which had passed was 

the cause of the fire. 

Thank Goodness we don’t have steam trains anymore the 

whole of Rivenhall end would be alight. Editor 

 

Butterflies  

How many butterflies can  you  name  ? Over the next three weeks 

people are being asked to take part in the big butterfly    count . 

The count is organised by Butterfly Conservation .It asks people to 

spot and record 17 different species of common   butterfly and two 

day flying moths. 

I don’t claim to know the names of many butterflies but I love to 

watch them in the garden ,as they settle on the Buddleia and the 

Lavender , the Common Blue , Painted Lady , Tortoiseshell and 

Peacock butterfly are just a few of 59 species in the UK The Painted 

Lady and the Clouded Yellow butterfly are two regular migrants ,but 

will they continue to visit as the heat withers plants  ? Without 

leaves for caterpillars to feed on ,the next generation of butterflies 

will not survive  

  .Butterflies will visit any garden however small if they can feed on 

suitable nectar  plants ,providing them with energy ,especially 

following winter hibernation . Not all gardeners like caterpillars The 

good news is that the caterpillars encourage the garden birds ,that 

like to feed on them ! 

After butterflies lay their eggs ,the larva (caterpillar) hatches out 

and as it feeds on leaves it grows and grows (some of you may 
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have read the children’s book The Hungry Caterpillar )  It then sheds 

its skin several times and then creates a chrysalis around its self It 

undergoes a complete metamorphosis into a butterfly .The average 

life span of a butterfly is about a month . Smaller butterflies live for 

only a week but the bigger the butterfly , the longer they live ,some 

species living for up to a year . 

Watering plants is important so that they can keep flowering , 

providing nectar ,giving butterflies the energy to keep going  for 

breeding So next time you run water down the sink ,spare a thought 

for the butterfly .More than three quarters of our butterflies have 

declined in the last 40 years . What can be more relaxing than 

watching a butterfly whilst sitting in a shady spot The mental health 

charity Mind is supporting the butterfly count as a wonderful way of 

interacting with the environment  

I've watched you now a full half-hour, 

Self-poised upon that yellow flower; 

And, little Butterfly! indeed 

I know not if you sleep or feed. 

How motionless!---not frozen seas 

More motionless! and then 

What joy awaits you, when the breeze 

Hath found you out among the trees, 

And calls you forth again ! 

 

This plot of orchard-ground is ours; 

My trees they are, my Sister's flowers; 

Here rest your wing when they are weary; 

Here lodge as in a sanctuary! 

Come often to us, fear no wrong; 

Sit near us on the bough! 

We'll talk of sunshine and of song, 

And summer days, when we were young; 

Sweet childish days, that were as long 

As twenty days are now. 

By William Wordsworh 



26 

The Church Organs of Rivenhall and Dr Martin Shaw  

(David Nash Talking in 1978) 

 

The present organ (in 1978) was built in 1864 more than 100 years 

ago by Grover, of Kingsland Road, London — an amateur whose only 

other remaining handiwork is said to exist somewhere in East Anglia. 

One feature of the present organ is a bank of imitation organ pipes 

made out of wood to convey the idea that the instrument is bigger than 

it really is! 

In February 1936, the Rivenhall Parish Magazine carried the 
following information: 

"THE ORGAN. The organ at the Parish Church is almost falling to 
pieces, and at the Requiem for His Late Majesty (King George 5th) it 
broke down almost entirely. Had it not been for the skill and 
knowledge of Dr Martin Shaw (then our organist) we should have 
'been compelled to get along without any organ music at all. Dr 
Shaw has been most patient about the state of the organ and it is 
some months since it was inspected by Messrs. Walker & Son, the 
organ builders. They are of the opinion that the organ is worth 
repairing, though it is in a very bad state. Dr Shaw himself saw the 
firm's representative when he came, and with him discussed the 
matter and after a very thorough inspection they came to the 
conclusion that a thorough overhaul, cleaning and repair would give 
it another 50 years of life and usefulness." 

With the publication of "Songs of Praise" in 1931, Martin Shaw 
together with Ralph Vaughan Williams, Musical Co—Editor, had 
already made his mark in the sphere of Church music; when he left 
Rivenhall in late 1936 to help out in Writtle parish, he had given 
much time to the music of the parish church. He is well known, of 
course, for his splendid tune "Marching" for "Through the night of 
doubt and sorrow", and for "Little Cornard" — the only tune we 
know for "Hills of the north, rejoice," during 1936 ho wrote a suite 
for three pipes, which he entitled 'Rivenhall', published by Cramer. It 
would be good to resurrect this to assist in the organ appeal. The 
work on Rivenhall organ was started about Easter 1936 and finished 
in May; it cost about £40. 

In early 1959 Cedric Arnold of Thaxted, Organ Builder pronounced 
the organ to be so poor an instrument that beyond incorporating an 
electric blower, it was not worth the P.C.C spending any further 
money on it! Either a complete rebuild or a replacement was 
indicated. The discus blower was duly installed in May 1959. 

Rector King had Bishops, Organ Builders of Finchley Rd London 
examine the organ in early 1964. Their Mr Budgen reported it as 



27 

being 'a very poor organ, which, nevertheless, contains some quite 
good pipes". By the following year, Bishops had provided two 
estimates for building an organ upon a platform at the west end of 
the church; it would incorporate some stops from the old organ. 
Their top estimate of £1755 with a detached console in the chancel 
did not include the cost of the platform; this price, allowing for 
inflation, is little different from the scheme before us in 1978. 

The provision of a gallery is superior to the idea of a platform which 
would take up too much of the church; it has to be strong enough 
to carry the new organ which is almost exactly one ton. The organ, 
itself, was originally built by Walkers in 1904, as an auxiliary 
instrument for St George's Chapel, Windsor; from about 1930 until 
1974 it was in use at the parish church of Canford Magna, Dorset. 

Mr Alan cKirdy, who made his name recently in overhauling the 
organ of Witham Parish Church, has recently acquired a workshop 
at Long Melford whore he intends to work upon rebuilding the now 
Rivenhall Organ. 

The advantages of this 
scheme are many; I list 'but 
a few of them: 

1. The present organ is not 
clear enough for the melody 
to be heard with ease at the 
East end of the church; the 
new organ, because of its size 
and better position will be a 
great improvement. 

2. We need more room in 
church on many occasions — 
baptisms, weddings, 
Christmas etc. the West end 
is crying out to be freed from 
the clutter which prevents its 
being used; the gallery will 
enable 'better use to be made 
of this end of the church. 

3. The old organ case has 
been infested with furniture 
beetle and its removal will 
not be untimely. 
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The Following is an amusing article from Writtle 

Church Magazine recalling how the Choir and 

Congregation at Writtle responded to the appointment 

of Dr Martin Shaw as their new Organist in 1936 

 

MARTIN SHAW CENTENARY 1975 
Though having left his earthly realm  

To Join with choirs above 

His gift of music stays with us  

To sing, enjoy, and love. 

Dr Martin Shaw became Director of Music for the Diocese of 

Chelmsford in 1935, and on Christmas Day 1936 became part-

time organist and choir-master at All Saints' Church, Writtle. 

We had a large well-balanced choir, but on hearing of our new 

organist we . all felt a little apprehensive and kept our voices 

very subdued, lest we sang one hundredth of a semitone sharp 

or flat; but our fears were groundless as we found Martin Shaw 

very understanding. He wanted us to sing, enjoy it, and 

appreciate it. 

The condition of accepting the post was that we changed from 

Hymns Ancient & Modern to The English Hymnal, so rather than lose our 

musical gem, we accepted Martin Shaw and rejected Ancient & 

Modern! Fortunately there was an appendix of alternative tunes, 

mostly A & M, so for some time these were used. But after three 

months of 'grumbling appendix' the offending part was removed; 

though some of the older people. still 'grumbled'. One old lady (now' 

departed) saying that she could not abide those 'Dr Martin Dick 

Sheppard hymns'. 

Living at Boreham, his wife used to drive him to Writtle. Never 

arriving early, preparations had to be made. Having developed 

'pianist's cramp' at the age of 20 he always had cold hands so that 

a hot-water bottle had to be ready, and at the age of 12 iritis had 

left him short-sighted so all his places had to be marked. For an 

anthem we had to arrange as many copies as pages, so as each 

was used it was flicked off in readiness to start the other. 

Just before Lent of 1937, Dr Shaw composed a delightful setting 

to the Benedicite in a week. We were greatly honoured as we were 
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the first choir to sing it, even when only in manuscript. When it was 

published we all noticed with appreciation:—'Dedicated to the Vicar, 

Revd JH Upton MA, and the Choir of All Saints' Writtle'. It is still in 

use during Lent and Advent. 

Although we had held Carol Services in the past Dr Shaw gave us 

a new stimulus by introducing new carols of which he explained the 

origin (one being found in a grocer's book). 

One could not help becoming very fond of him, as he had such an 

apprecia-tive attitude towards our efforts and gave us great 

encouragement. Boys who were in the choir then must have 

remembered those Christmas gifts, and Easter eggs, quietly tucked 

away in the vestry. 

One St Andrew's-tide a preacher was visiting on behalf of The 

Missions to Seamen. The Vicar wished the last hymn to be 'Eternal 

Father' to the tune 'Melita' (English Hymnal No. 540). Martin Shaw 

considered the harmonies below standard and refused to play it, and 

remained quite adamant. An appealing preacher, touching the hearts 

of all was able to break down this antipathy to doubtful harmonies, 

as a note was sent to the Vicar that we must have it. 

On only one occasion did we encoun-ter any loss of temper, and 

for this we did not ever know the reason, for our usual placid 

organist suddenly flung down his baton, and tossed his music on 

high and uttered these few words, 'Go home, all of you'. Then utter 

silence. We all looked aghast and sheepishly withdrew. His wife 

whispered, 'Don't worry I'll give him a stiff gin when we get home'. 

Such were his principles though, he humbly apologised to us on the 

following Sunday. 

Throughout his nine years at Writtle we gained many introductions 

to new styles and settings, and we all learnt from our revered 

organist to sing praises to the Glory of God. 

Martin Shaw was born in London on March 9, 1875 of Yorkshire 

parents. His death occurred in 1958, and he was buried at 

Southwold, Suffolk. Many plans for celebrating the Centen-ary 

include a Service on Sunday March 9 at the Chapel Royal at the 

Tower of London. 
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Quiz Night

Friday 14th September - 7.30 p.m

Henry Dixon Hall - Rivenhall End

TICKETS £10 each inc. Fish and 

Chip Supper (Veg / Vegan Catered for)

QUIZ MASTER JACKIE ALLAN

Teams of up to 8 players

Team captains to get tickets from:-

Ann Riddleston:-            Tel 01376 515400

Bring your own nibbles drinks and glasses

Book early to avoid disappointment 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 

Mobile Library Mon Aug 6th and 27th  Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Women’s Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



Fun was had by all at the 

Rivenhall Village Fete on 

Saturday 7th of July Face 

painting was very popular 

And a smashing time was 

had by all! 

Below winners of the Fancy 

Dress 

The Fly Past over Rivenhall on 

Tuesday 10 July for RAF day 




